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Public  Health  Department, 
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Saffron  ¥alden» 


?o 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Saffron  Walden,  B 


[i*.  May  or  &  Gentlemen, 


952 


to  present 


1  ThlAi't B!  +  r  h  pr2sent  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

atisfactorv  ahhif  isJios  for  the  B°rough  continue  to  he  broadly 
n  i  qro  (nr}'9  l^nough  there  were  only  80  live  births  in  the  Borough 

lth992  In  WAth  105  ln  I951)  and  deaths  to  97  (compared 

1Qrj  ,,  '  Only  one  infant  under  one  year  died  in  1952,  as 

er  ?5000  li?e  hfr?h  ^ant  Mortality  Hate  (deaths  of  ah  InfaAts 
ewer'births  dnr-in  + 1  eln§  merely  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
qcp  “mafSv,aUri?g  the  year"  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in 

be  mild  and1! °US  Diseases  in  the  Borough  continued 
ccurred  Tt  ?®ar  ln  ^“cession  no  case  of  diphtheria 

11?  not  ■  “  hoped  that  thls  continued  freedom  from  diphthe"ia 
51not  ®Pe  young  parents  a  false  sense  of  security  It  is  not 
ercenta^V C'eallzed  ?hat  ^  is  only  by  maintaining^  high 
pi  demies  can  “^Httay?1,611  “  p0pulation  that  aiphtheria 

An  alarming  feature  is  the  decline  in  vaccinations  since  1918 

accinated  3  ht  B°r°tgh  never  think  of  having  their  children 
f  f .5  Pc  ?t  any  tlme  a  case  °f  smallpox  might  enter  the 
ounuy  from  abroaa,  either  by  sea  or  air  travel, 

»/0/!?rfki0f  Pood  Poisoning  occurred  during  the  year,  in 

ifected  wif  hat  several  of  our  residents,  who  had  become 
Elected  by  food  poisoning  organisms  (Salmonella  Typhi -Murium) 

*  h0Spital.in  a  neighb°uring  town,  had  to  be  sent  to  their 
^mes  m  tne  Borough  while  still  excreting  the  germs.  The  fact 
iat  no  other  members  of  these  patients'  households  became 
uected  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspector 
io  visitea  the  households  and  followed  up  all  cases  with  the 
•eatesc  care  until  all  danger  was  past.  The  paitents  themselves 
pt  also  be  congratulated  on  the  manner  in  which  they  faithfully 
ried  out  instructions  in  order  to  avoid  infecting  others. 
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One  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  October.  The  patio 
ms  removed  to  hospital  and  all  available  contacts  ^pt  under 
observation  and  provided  with  detailed  information  so  tna,  -h  y 
night  minimize  the  risk  of  danger  to  their  own  health  o^ 
other  people.  Members  of  the  patient  s  household  kop  --  t1  _ 

oossible  to  their  own  house  and  garden,  and  the  o,  co-operatoai 

received  everywhere  was  very  high.  The  patient  kaa)j' 'tit,  \ 
icrne  twice  a  little  time  before  the  disease  developed  and  a  1 
indications  seemed  to  point  to  the  probability  of  his  hawing 
acquired  the  disease  on  one  of  these  visits. 

Less  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  thejear- 
three  in  1952.  compared  with  seven  ml  951  - 

of  treatment  are  tending  to  keep  the  disease  in  oho.-..  -  L  ,al 

cular  patients  and  all  contacts  are  given  the  most 
attention  and  care  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Saffron  Wmaen  Ceneral 
Hospital  and  home  visits  are  paid  hy  the  Healoh  VxSiiOiS.  Du^i  g 
the  year  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Borough  was  converted  moo 
a  hospital  for  tubercular  patients  (pulmonary  cases)  and  .his 
should  prove  very  helpful.  All  tubercular  patients  found  to be 
Hvino  under  poor  housing  conditions  are  notified  i.o  me  norougn 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer.  Open  Ai -h©li/Or-i  ar€j 
provided  on  loan  by  Essex  County  Council  if  these  are  recommended 


by  the  Chest  Physician  and  j.x  - - +  ~ < Tpno+ 

?ardens  The  Cambridge  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  (EOot 
Inglian " Regional  Hospital  Board)  visi—  «,»  n,.on,b  in  Decern 


if  there  are  suitable  sites  in  the 


ed  the  Borough  in  December. 

In  spite  of  the  really  dreadful  weather  the  attendance  was  moderately 
good  The  Director  hopes,  however,  to  make  another  visit  at  a  more 
favourable  time.  The  Active  case  rate  per  1,000  persons  examined 
was  2  1,  compared  with  the  average  figure  of  2.6  per  1 ? 000  usually 
detected  by  this  Unit.  In  a  healthy  area  like  Saffron.  Walden  tax s 
ngure  should  be  lower.  It  is  hoped  that  better  housing,  combined 
with  more  extensive  health  education?  (so  that  people  will  a, d...l 
Ihemse^s  earlier  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Chest  Clinic) 
will  gradually  reduce  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 

Care  of  Old  People  living  alone.  The  problem  of  the  care  of 
these  old  people  will  continue  to  grow  as  the  proportion  of  old 
people  in  the  population  continues  to  rise.  Very  few  women  in 
the  Borough  have,  so  far,  enrolled  as  Home  Helps  and,  as  yetthe 
supply  of  Essex  County  Council  Health  Visitors  ib  not  sufficien 

for  much  time  to  be  allocated  for  visiting  the  cases 

voluntary  bodies  are  doing  all  they  can  to  help  in  individual  cases 
but  this  will  not  continue  to  meet  the  problem.  Under  ir0^1  'n  ‘vl 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948,  as  amended  by  the  National 
Assistance  (Amendment)  Act  1951,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Loon  Authority,  (i.U.  of  the  Borough  Council)  to  take  appropriate 
action  in  the  case  of  persons 


«<rrt?o  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic 
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livinseinrin^an?tn^ged  a2d,infirm»  or  Physically  handicapped,  are 
thlmsflvL  and  «^C?ndl  Ci°nS  and  arc  unablc  t0  devote  to 

and  attention  "  Althoueh^np1}^  otber  persons,  proper  care 

(unless  eravelv  mfoh £  hesitates  to  recommend  that  old  people, 

this  cL  be  avoid  i}  fbould  bG  removed  from  their  own  homes,  if 
sol  n+ inn  -i  -p  V  ldcd?  W1H  more  and  more  often  become  the  onlv 
the?r  own  hoSos?  °rganiSGd  hclP  °annot  be  arranged  for  them  to* 

amnnb'7anl!  ~°  thank  th°  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
suPport  and  encouragement,  and  the  Borough  Officials  for  their 

Ro;Seha^10r\aUring  the  yoar*  “y  thanks 8are  especially  due  to  the 
nns  n?  SaniJary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer  for  hi  steady  helo 
unfflll7nf»aa10e’  a5d  t0  secretary,  Mrs.  Ledgerton!  fofher  P 
emergencies?^  oheerful  assistance  in  all  difficulties  and 


I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

I  .M.  CONWAY  HAS  TIL  017. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


une  1953 
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BOROUGH  OP  SAFFRON  WALDEN 


MAYOR”  Councillor  P.L. ALLEN 

DEPUTY  MAYORS  Councillor  F.17. GODDARD. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(as  on  31st  December  1952  ) 


CHAIRMAN*  Councillor  F C-'oddard . 

Deputy  Chairmans  Councillor  J.F.Barr. 

The  Mayors  Ex  Officio. 


Alderman  G.O. Bradley.  Alderman  E.Rooke 

Councillor  G.T. Barnard.  Councillor  F.C. Start. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.0 

Irene  M. Conway  Hastilow,  M.B.  3  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  I..R.C.P.  ,  D.P.H.  , 

D.C.H.j  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. ,  M.R.Ran.I. 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector  &  Housing  Officers 

A.E.Greensmith,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Secretary? 

Mrs.M.Ledgerton. 
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SECTION  A  - 


Statistics  and  social  conditions 
of  the  Borough.  ~ 


Areas  7,502 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  1952) s  7,165. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952)  according  to 

Rate  Books,  2,300, 

Rateable  value?  £46,655, 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate?  £179, 

.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  (corrections 
being  made  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) s 


LIVE  BIRTHS  ?  Total 

Legitimate  3 
Illegitimate : 

STILL  BIRTHS?  Total 

Legitimate : 
Illegitimate  s 

DEATHS 


Total 

30 

78 

2 

2 

2 

0 

97 


Male 

41 

40 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
population?  11.37 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 
Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 


Female 
39 
38 
1 

2 
2 
0 


42  )Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
population?  13.11 

1952. 


Mali 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

6 


Female 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

6 


2 


. 


. 

L eukaemi a ,  al eukaemi a 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosid 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 
DEATHS  from  Puerperal  causes;- 


Male 

0 

0 

8 

10 

0 

A 

6 

1 

4 

3 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 


Prom  puerperal  sepsis*  0 

other  puerperal  causes?  0  Total  0 


Female 

0 

2 

6 

3 

0 

13 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (Legitimate  1)  Total  1 

(illegitimate  0) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  (Legitimate  1}  Total  1 

(illegitimate  0) 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  :  12.50 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

"  "  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

11  Diarrhoea  . .  .  .  . . 


0 

0 

0 


There  was  no  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  disease 
during  the  year 
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Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Erysipelas 
Poliomyelitis 

diphtheria 


.otifMa  th01'BoroughfUnninS  n°  °a3es  of  ^Phtheria  were 
-Qliomyeliti  s 

patient  ( raduA&areftYha  °f  °nly  moderate  Ity. 
>utside  the  Borough.  '  PI  d  t  have  contracted  the  disease^ 

UBERCULOSIS 


PREVALENCE  rrg^ 


-AND_CONTROL  OVER, 
DISEASED  - 


o  o  o 

O  o  © 

©  ©  © 

O  O  0 

9  0  0 


e  o  © 

o  o  © 

o  ©  o 

o  o  © 


003 

•  o  «. 

OOO 

o  o  0 


0  0  9 

0  0  9 


INFECTIOUS 


12 

17 

5 

1 

1 


Notifications;  Three  0-p 

otified  and  one  ease  moved  into  the  Borough. tuberoulosis  were 

^eaths-.  One  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified 

Unit 

ood  Poisoning  Onthroaira 

c  ve  ral  °pa  t  ien  t  s  °r  e  c ove r  ing  S  f r om^S aln onel 1  year,  hut 

contracted  outside  the  Bofouah)  returned la  'iyphi -Murium  infections 
ccreting  this  organism  A  careful  5  t1he  Borough  while  still 

3  aPPea?ed  tSo-haveCcontfrac'ted°thrinStiolea0h  CaSe  and 

m  38  °asos  of  Chicken-cox 
ie  schools  in  1952.  °f  G°man  Measles  were  notified  “by 
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at  Saffron 

driven  and  attendant  may 
y  .per eons  requiring  an 


—  TI0N  B  ~  rTeriF!£gl_Eeovisions  of  Health  Services 

for  t h o  B crouch  _ 

servefTy^tEnpsffic  Heal thS0^81  °+1  8ervloe*  The  district  is 

liablic  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road, Cambridge. 

by  the  Bssex°County ^Coun-i^  ?®t>ulancc  service  is  provided 

Walden  and  is  on  ?h.°K  -  '  ~  " 

be  auay  from  the  station  tnsweri.d  a  f.l 

ambulance  are  advised  to  dial  ’eon*  qn*' n-v  r™  n  .  - 

there  is  no  dialling-  svqfpm  i*  1  or  sn  amoui a.no e ,  'fhere 

ask  for  an  ambulance,  u  sumcient  to  lift  the  receiver  and 

or  nurse?  or °o t h er ^ omr e t e °n3;y  accepted  from  a  hospital,  a  doctor 
in  the  Mental  Health  Service. PG1 S°n  SU°h  aS  &  duly  authorised  officer 

Home  Nursing  and  Domi  *Wi  -Pov^r  (  »  .  ,  ,  , 

Council)  -  ThoI.~Fe7v{^^^X— (provided  by  the  Essex  County 
resident  in  the  Borough.  "  °  arlviea  out  by  the  Home  Nurse/Midwives 

^^5itS£8  (provtdoa  by  Essex  County 
)  mere  is  one  Health  Visitor  for  Saffron  balden  Borough. 

meTe~to^tEe^r ea^Heff c al  Officer ' "fid £OPdo™esti?  hclp  should 
Road,  Chelmsford.  ’  >ld  Essgx  Bivision,  75  Springfield 

An te -Na t al ^cTThTc  Ts^Hiff  County  Council)  -  An 

month  at  69  High  Street)  Saffron  wjfden  ^  "UeSday  in 

ZT^JiTflTvtL^  C~D- 

afternoon.  Children  ar-P  H __  X •  a5  bafPron  balden  every  Eriday 

Vaccinations  are  no?  wrtT^Sitih^iV1 ^phtheria  at  a11  clinics, 
performed  by  the  family  doctor.  *  th  cllnics  as  a  routine,  but  are 

ith?olfMl§rlirT5li§ffronr?r)d??r?iedS?ut  a?fm  Coanodl)  ~  Regular 

lre  “sed  a^a*  diphtheAr^f  tZMUS  rt°Si8 r  parents?11 

^°tbS^and_provideSmedicaiai'surffioa?d  the  Ee«i0nal  Hospita! 
hospitals  which  servedthe1Saff?on  lnid?n  spec_ial  tr,eatment .  The 
Saffron  Walden,  Cambridge  and  Bishcfc’sluS^^  sSf  r^WalSen 
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patic^raurfn^fL^3  00nve^a  into  a  hospital  for  tubercular 
uoq-ju.  ®  yc;ar0  Gases  of  Infectious  Diseases  requiring 

at  Cambridge  Npvrnifl°v  to  ?hc  Inf>ec'tious  Diseases  Hospitals 

ax  Cambridge,  Newmarket  and  Bishop's  S  tort  ford. 

E"ere  isi^i1atrq  ^aila^le  for>  the  population  of  the  Borough. 

SiU?  Cambridge , S f r on  Y/alden  Gaa^al  Hospital  and  one  at  Castle 


Jill*  Cambridge, 
treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases 


Lddenbrooke  s  Hospital,  Cambridg 
bishop's  Stortford. 

^o^_A^_istance  Act.  192,8.  Sent.i  on  2,7 

T  q  4-  4-  ,  4,  ~  ^  _  a  /  .  — ■ -  -  -  -  r  * 


is  provided  at  the  Clinics  at 
and  at  Haymeads  Hospital , 


--■-t  ,  ,-^r-y  i  —  -  •- — so  o mn  ( ■  it  was  not 

'  take  statutory  Action  under  this  Section  during  1952 


It  was  not  necessary 


SECTION  C  -  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  t.hp  Rnr»nngh . 

M  1  aJJ  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  &  Surveyor 
*port»-  8  '  M-R.S.l.,)  for  the  following 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL . 

from  general  repairs  and  maintenance,  no  v/orks  of  major 

he  standar^n?  ca^ried  out*  1 t  is  gratifying  to  note  that 

affluent  achieved  over  recent  years  is  being 

aoaci  tv^tn  existing  systems  are  proving  of  sufficient 

nn«?ityat  ?  1  ith  lncreased  flows  due  to  new  and  improved 

ousmg  developments. 


SWIMMING  BATH 


ith  tho  the  Purification  plant  continued  satisfactorily, 

ith  the  result  that  the  high  standard  of  purity  of  the  water  in  the 
ool  was  maintained. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


hood  lte4TZlluJ'n^  ”ButLrU“f  aatisfa^ory.  The  neighbour 

C1Stri^ 

Local  Government  under  SectlSn0?^' 't^uf SallhW?^ 

LittlehWaldenUpumplnECStation  th®  °ontro1  an<3  maintenance  c 

December  I952  and  will  conti  n™11?1”8  an?  hig!l  level  water  tank 

"Gt.Bowsersy  "L?;Bowsera''  Pr°P^ties  of 

Saffron  Walden  Rural  District  r™mttlieJrS  by  agreement  with  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936  Council  under  Section  113  of  the 


in 


Population  of  Statutory  Area 
supplied  into  houses 


11 

u 


supplied  by  standpipes 
without  piped  supply 


o  C  o  ©  o  o 


•  0  0  0  •  0  • 

o  0  0  0  •  O  • 

0  a  0  0  0  0  • 


7165 

S785 

360 

20 


r^l^fng^fr^ypicarrSportr1'6  ^  rep0I,ted  aS  «*■*“*<»*.  the 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILT, TON 


appearance 
'urhidity 
'  ol our 


Bright  with  very  few  mineral  particles. 
Less  than  3° 

Nil  Odour 

7.0  Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

570  Total  Solids 


»H 

llectric  Conductivity 
■hlorine  present  as 

Chi  orides  1 8  Alkal  initv 

SKVXS,-  t;u «’g «*■»•»» 

=  ssa  ss  ssafs£“  . 

exals  Absent 


Nil 

39 

380 


270 

0 

Absent 

0.05 

Absent 


sntri»ihi?vi3amplS-is  Practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 

s  mofLaL  fre*  from  metals*  Th®  hartaSToTSto’water 

onstitS^?.^  Tffom  any  exoess  of  mitral  or  saline 

rgMic  quality.  1  tl0n‘  “  conform3  t0  the  highest  standard  of 

f  thehchL5’r!,i1^3  are . indicative  of  a  water  which,  from  the  aspect 

ntahTphrnJ.  1>,fnalyS1S9  is  pure  and  wtl°lesome  in  character  and 
citable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


ated.  2nd  October  1952 


Signed 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Number*  of  samples  submitted  . .  ...  18 

Satisfactory  ...  .  . . . ,  „ .  . .  16 

Moderately  satisfactory  ......  ...  . ..  . 2 

The  following  is  a  typical  reports 

Nature  of  sample? 

1.  Tap,  standpipe  -  Waterworks 

2.  Tap  over  sink  -  Municipal  Offices. 

Date  and  hour  of  collection  23*9  52 

Date  and  hour  of  arrival  .........  23.  9  52 

Plate  Count,  Yeastrel  agar  2  days  37°C.  aerobioally  (Above  'two 
samples)  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacCrnkey  2  days,  37 °C 
»  0  per  100ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  =  o  per  100  ml. 

Remarks:  These  water  samples  are  satisfactory. 

Date  of  report*  25.  9.  52 


Signed 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


io  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Saffron  Walden  Borough  Council. 


^ave  the  honour  to  submit  this  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
Council^16  ^rs"k  comPle'te  year  of  my  appointment  with  the 

endemic  Foblems  of  Housing  remain  a  cause  for  concern, 
a  though  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  sixty-nine  families  were 
re-housed  or  re-accommodated  by  the  Council  during  the  year, 
ihere  is,  however,  an  urgent  need  for  consideration  to  be 
given  to  the  ever  increasing  problem  of  sub-standard  and  unfit 
nouses.  _  The  policy  of  uniting  rehousing  with  action  under 
e  ousmg .  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  to  secure  improvement:-; 
o  or  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  has  much  to  commend  it.  The 
question  of  economics,  of  course,  figures  largely  in  the 
determination  of  the  extent  of  statutory  or  other  action 
which  can  be  taken. 

It  had  been  hoped,  during  the  year,  to  effect  a  general  survey 
01  r.ali  or  many  of  the  food  premises  within  tha  district,  but, 
unlortunately  only  a  small  number  of  inspections  were  possible 
ix  was  revealed,  however,  that  much  can  and  should  be  done  to 
onng  about  an  enhanced  standard  of  food  hygiene.  The 
co-operation  and  interest  of  members  of  the  public  can  do  much 

1°  "SS1St  ln  tkis  work  of  securing,  at  all  tines,  a  clean  and 
wholesome  supply  of  food. 

Regular  sampling  of  milk,  ice-cream  and  water  supplies  was 
commenced  during  the  year,  and  on  the  whole  a  good  standard 
was  maintained.  Traders  concerned  have  been  helpful  in 
taking  steps  to  achieve  the  desired  standards. 

t0  exPress  my  sincere  thanks  to  Members 

qnmnT+1Cef  of  the  Council  for  their  generous  assistance, 
support  and  co-operation. 


I  have  the  honcur  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


May  1953 
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A .  E .  Grl  EEN  SMITH . 
Borough  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLY . 


lhe  public  supply  was  sampled  regularly  during  the  year. 

Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  were  reported 
on  as  follows: 

Number  of  samples  submitted  ...  ...  ...  i8 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  . ....  ...  ...  16 

Moderately  satisfactory  .....  ...  ...  2 

Chemical  analyses  of  samples  were  also  reported 
as  satisfactory. 

The  term  ’’moderately  satisfactory"  may  need  amplification,  by 
strict  laboratory  standards,  the  two  samples  above,  were  not  of 
the  very  high  standard  desired  of  a  public  supply 5  but,  this 
does  not  imply  that  the  water  was  unfit  or  that  consumption 
entailed  any  risk  to  health.  On  no  occasion  has  disease 
causing  organisms  been  isolated  from  the  water  and  judged  by 
that  standard  all  samples  were  satisfactory. 

It  may  do  well  to  reflect  that  not  many  years  ago,  very  few  of 
the  population  were  assured  always  of  a  "safe"  and  clean  water 
supply,  and,  that  typhoid  and  other  water-borne  diseases  were 
quite  prevalent. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Two  premises  were  registered  "by  the  Council  as  Dairies.  One 
dairy  has  been  generally  improved ,  and  up-to-date  bottle  washing 
machines  and  other  plant  installed.  The  installation  of  -oasteur- 
ismg  plant  and  equipment  was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Two  producer  retailers  also  sell  milk  in  the  district, 
their^ premises  being  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough  is 
produced  from  local  Tuberculin  Tested  herds.  During  the  rear 
ohirty-six  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  of  these  ten  were  found 
not  to  be. of  the  required  standard  but  after  further  investigation 
and  sampling  the  required  standards  were  attained  and  maintained. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Twenty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  ss'ie  of  i  ~e 
cream,  and  one  manufacturer  is  registered.  Three  samples  we 
taken  during  the  year. 

.FOOD  JlYGIEKE . 

Copies  of  the  Byelaws  relating  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping,  and 
Delivery  of  Food,  adopted  by  the  Council,  under  Section  hi,  i , 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938 $  were  distributed  to  an  food  premises  on  ■ 
catering  establishments  within  the  Borough.  An  enclosed  ics so  ’ 
drew  attention  to  the  need  for,  and  the  desirability  of  the 
careful  handling  of  food,  and  the  need  for  the  provision  of 
suitable  facilities  to  this  end.  The  number  of  premises  inspected 
was,  unfortunately,  not  as  high  as  had  been  hoped  for,  but  it 
shown  that  there  is  much  that  can  and  should  be  done  to  secure 
the  provision  of  clean  and  safe  food  at  all  times.  Following 
representations  to  the  proprietors  some  improvements  were  cal  ou 
out  to  the  premises  especially  with  regard  to  washing  facili : 

MEAT. 

During  the  year  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  visits  wore  made  c 
butchers'  shops,  slaughterhouses  and  other  premises.  All  me?  , 
and  meat  products  found  on  examination  to  be  unfit  for-  humar. 
consumption  was  voluntarily  surrendered.  Improvements  to  :  1 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  at  Church  Street  have  b ear 
carried  out  especially  with  regard  to  lighting,  provision  of 
cloakroom  and  washing  facilities  for  the  slaughtermen,  1 at rage 
accommodation,  and  disposal  of  inedible  offals.  It  is  hop so  in 
the  near  future  that  more  satisfactory  supplies  of  hoi  and  cold 
water  will  be  available.  The  inspection  of  neat  at  the  sln^iier- 
housc  under  cramped  conditions  proves  to  be  onerous,  bun  non  been 
facilitated  to  some  extent  by  the  improvements. 
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Details  arc  given  below  of  the  figures  for  animals  slaughtered 
and  condemnation  meat.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  although  five 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  more  animals  were  slaughtered  than  the 
previous  year,  the  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  shows  a 
decrease  of  more  than  six  tons. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

Cattle 

1297 

1297 

Calves 
— hS5 

Sheep 
231 9 
231 5 

Pi  gs 
vw'5 

i  -  -- 

700 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

5 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

245 

2 

16 

32 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  tha  n 

19.89 

1.60 

1.25 

7 . 50 

tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

0 

0 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

44 

0 

0 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

3.85 

0 

0 

i  9  y 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  EXAMINED  AND  FOUND  Urpv T 
FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


BEEF 


19  Carcases 

•  0 

• 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9 

9  9 

8 ,641 

lb  S  . 

(12 

,232} 

Parts  of  carcases  . . 

©  © 

9 

•  •  • 

oo9 

9 

o  o 

2.247 

1? 

(  I 

<.  01 2) 

Offal  ...  .... 

o  o 

o 

m  o  9 

9  9  9 

0 

0  9 

6 , 599 

II 

(12 

,116) 

MUTTON 

13  Carcases  .... 

o  o 

© 

0  9  9 

9  0  9 

© 

O  9 

652 

II 

,196) 

Parts  of  carcases  . . 

•  • 

• 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

O 

o  e 

34 

II 

( 

16) 

Offal  ...  .... 

0  0 

o 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

• 

0  • 

250 

II 

( 

312) 

VEAL 

3  Carcases  .... 

0  0 

• 

COO 

9  0  9 

0 

•  e 

281 

u 

699) 

Parts  of  carcases  . . 

•  o 

• 

O  O  O 

0  0  9 

o 

0  o 

— 

it 

10) 

Off  0.1  too  O  0  0  0 

e  © 

0 

9  0  0 

0  0  9 

o 

0  o 

53 

it 

( 

152) 

PORK 

34  Carcases 

•  O 

0 

9  9  9 

9  9k 

9 

0  9 

4?  613 

11 

(  7 

.150) 

Parts  of  carcases 

9  • 

• 

9  9  0 

9  9  9 

9 

9  0 

456 

;t 

(  1 

,  214) 

Offal  ....  ... 

0  0 

e 

0  0  9 

9  9  0 

0 

0  t 

672 

11 

(  1 

,247) 

The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  those  for  the  previous  year. 
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Choc  olatc 
Dried  Yeast 
Beans 
Lard 
Dates 


659£  lbs 


OTHER  FOODSTUFFS 
Various  pre-packed  foods  . . . 

Bacon  .  ki  its 

Cheese  .  i£t 

Biscuits  . ..  ...  20  " 

Fish  . ..  ...  428  " 

Potatoes  00.  ...  56  » 

The  bulk  of  the  condemned  foodstuffs  were  collected 
salvaged  for  use  as  animal  feed 
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lbs 

1  3.  ti 
x4 

48  11 

1 

20  " 
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HOUSING- 

At  the  ond  of  the  year  49  houses  had  been  completed  by  t^  '■ 

and  9  by  other  persons.  During  the  year  69  families  v/ero  W-h-o- 
or  re-accommodated  in  Council  houses  or  other  Council 
property. 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS, 

i^&i^ning  °i>  the  year  390  applications  were  registered, 

(ifter  scrutiny  it  was  found  that  a  large  number  were  out  of  date  or 
obsolete.  Following  this  a  new  '‘Points  Scheme"  was  adopted,  and  a 
aew  register  compiled.  The  applications  then  registered,  numbered 
about  250. .  At  the .end  of  the  year  over  200  wore  registered. 
Investigation  entailing  visits  to  applicants  homes  is  carried  out 
so  as  to  enable  the  Housing  Committee  to  consider  all  oases 
presented  to  them  on  merit.  Steps  are  taken  in  conjunction  w  -  :-o 

investigations  to  deal  with,  as  necessary,  individual  v.-V 

the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 


JNFIT  HOUSES 


Reports  were  submitted  to  the  Housing  Committee  in  respect  u.  , , 
h'/ellings,  which  were  inspected  and  found  not  in  all  respects  fit 
.or  human  habitation.  One  area  including  10  dwellings  was  declared 
1  Clearance  Area" 3  and  stops  were  taken  to  rehouse  the  ramiiies 
therein.  6  families  had  been  rehoused  by  the  Council  at  the  ond  0f 
he  year.  Undertakings  from  the  respective  owners  in  respect  or  3 ' 
Iwellings  were  accepted  by  the  Council,  with  regard  to  the  carry! 
>ut  of  essential  repairs  and  improvements,  before  the  dwellings* 
rerc  again  let  for  human  habitation. 


a 


INSPECTION  OF  DUELLING  HOUSES 

t.  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  and 

accommodation  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  , 

.  Number  of  visits  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  . ... 

>.  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. . 
Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  c)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ..... 

umnor  of  houses  rendered  fit  following  service  of  informal 

^  "t  1 C  C  S  .00  ...  ,0.  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


2 


1  Cl 

a- 
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18 

35 

32 
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OVERCROWDING- 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  --abated  ......  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  persons  concerned  therein  ......  ...  ...  Ik 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  cases  of  overcrowding  are  referred  to  the  Housing  Committee  for 
rohousing  as  and  when  accommodation  becomes  available. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  total  number  of  houses  and  bungalows  constructed  by  the  Council 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  A75?  houses  built  pre-war  number  185,  and 
post-war  270  including  20  prefabricated  "bungalows.  12  other  dwellings 
are  controlled  by  the  Council,  including  8  huts. 

A  Tenants  Handbook  was  published  during  the  year  and  copies  were 
distributed  to  all  Council  house  tenants.  The  main  purpose  of  the 
handbook  being  to  make  tenants  more  aware  of  their  responsibilities 
as  tenants 5  and  at  the  same  time  showing  the  extent  and  importance 
of  the  Housing  programme  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

All  cases  of  defective  and  obstructed  drainage  were  dealt  with 
informally,  and  in  38  cases  defects  and  nv.isar.ces  were  remedied 
following  the  service  of  informal  notices.. 

Following  complaints  of  insanitary  conditions  due  to  the  discharge 
of  sewage  effluent  and  waste  water  into  open  ditches,  investigations 
were  made  and  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The  decision 
of  the  Council  to  empty  cesspools  once  a  yea:’,  free  of  charge,  will,  it 
is  hoped,  help  to  alleviate  some  of  the  troubles.  It  is  recommended 
that  more  frequent  emptyings  will  go  even  further  in  abating  mio 
of  the  nuisances.  It  must  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  emptyings, 
no  matter  how  frequent,  will  not  be  of  use  where  cesspools  are  not 
properly  constructed,  and  not  of  sufficient  size. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  Collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  is  controlled  by  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  (  Mr  .T  .W.  Cl  ought  on)  .  Weekly  collections  are 
made  from  all  premises  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  the 
more  rural  areas  where  collections  are  made  fortnightly.  Additional 
collections  are  made  from  business  premises.  Salvage  continues  to 
provide  a  useful  source  of  income,  although  the  prices  paid  for 
waste  paper  were  not  as  high  as  had  been  previously  experienced. 
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INVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 


3  omo 
Ghat 
”010 


^ 

cli 


yo^raIa1?So0p^p^LStynofmtho%c°f^riU?a  to  incr°ase  during  the 

available  by  man!  as  alLva  „  °  T.od?cts.  to  fced  °n  the  foSa  made 

The  number  of  properties  and  land  Presence  known  more  and  more 

estimated  number  of  mice  (582) " an^ro-iTf R7nn?  S"1?0  hi*b» 
indication  of  the  extant  nr  +i  °n"  0  (5700)  destroyed  gives 

poultry  keepers  whoXleave  foodCa^°7!bi.  to  T  **e™  Kc€ic<* 

aeoordtnee  w!twh  v,SCW°rS  wcro  trcat<=a  twice  during  the  v-a  • 
FishcHcq0  *he  r°q»xr©monts  of  the  Ministry  of  tncfow- 

character.  Treatment  of  the  dhtuh’  °nly  of  a  m:DOj" 

8Ta^^°^?sn“Lir8taU"°”i  ro8Ularly 

ono  case  tfflSi  tt?eCesSal"'  lm'iov  Scotion  4  of  the  Act,  ir  only 
agricultural  i^a  W1th  a  ma jor^infestation  of  wheat  stacks  and 

was  carried  out,  in  default  0V +  h°ndni’''f  ng  throshing  ton  stack; 

Agricultural  Executivo^Commi ttoc!°on°behalf ' ofhh^CounciiJ 

cost  being  rGcovpv-nri  -p-m-n  -,-v  ,  ^  ^  tjno  oouxicij. ,  The 

wasted  was  a  salutary  e!ampl“  2°-S!iC7fl  7he  ?mount  °*  foodstuff 
times  the  amount  actually  consmod'by"  t^m)3  ®°  ^  8p011  many 

.  the  year  over  four  hundred  'oro‘oer,ties  were  insn^ntpri 

involving  over  a  thousand  visits  bv  the"-0 dent  Lp  J  f  ^ 

The  use  of  a  new  product  'Mi/ar^a^-"  7  no-n  ^  1  ‘ 

results  that  show  that  a  major  step  has  bom  tSen 

ofathfwo!denbui  -t  a  poison 

nono  nf  V  desenhea  as  a  “Blood  anti-c oagui  ant  u 

none  of  the  disadvantages  of  other  methods  of  poison^ 

used  m  accessible  places  near  domestic  animals  and  no"-; 7 
increased  use  of  "Warfarin"  has  lessened 'to  some  extenr  -p 
for  daily  visits  to  infested  property  by  the  onerative 
instances  only  weekly  visits  are  necessary.  P  1VC* 

Warfarin  can  be  dangerous  to  domestic  animals  bet  1  n-Tu. 

himnt.it.ioc  ,q  4.„  -u  _  ,  7  ~  cux.unaiS,  DUt  lit  ge 
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INSPECTION  OF  fa CTORIES 

power  on  the  Register3  fifth  factorles  without 

power  are  4  laundries  and^haLh^ses  fa0T'0”10S  wl'h 

INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  heajth; 


Premises 


Number  on 
Register 


Number  of' 

Written 


(1)  Factories  in  which  section 
1,2, 3, ^+.9 and  6  are  enforceable 
by  Local  Authority. 

[2)  Factories  not  included  in  ( i ) 
in  which  section  7  2  s  en^o^ced 
by  Local  Authority.’ 

3)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  "ov  the-1 
Local  Authority. 

(excluding  one  workers  urem.!  scs) 


4 

49 

3 


3 

9 


TOTAL 


56 


12 


6 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found $ 


articular; 


ant  of  cleanliness 
vercr owding 
areas  on  abl e  t enp ? 
nadequate  Vent’" 
anitary  conv enteric  ©s • 

a)  insufficient 

b)  unsuitable  or  defective 
3)  not  separate  for  sexes 
ther  offences  ^ nor  mol 0 ding 
ffences  relating  + 


Founa  Remedied  Inspector, 


Numb  e r  of  o  0  s e  2 
in  which  defects  were 

_ found 

Referred"* . 

To  HcJVi .  by  £•  .j/i , 


.!.  0.2  see  t.  or 


remises) 


'-E  to  ou r. w o r hers 


IT*  P  .Tl  I'  v  r- 

-1.  o  l  m_*  5 


* 
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OTHER  MATTERS 


Houses  inspected  under  the/ Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  16 

Dwell inghouses  and  other  premises  inspected  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts  .. .  .  .  . .  .  '  .......  Ill 

Dwellinghouses  inspected  with  regard  to  housing  accommodation 
and  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  .......  97 

Premises  inspected  other  than  above  regarding  nuisances, 
infectious  diseases  etc.  ...  ...  ...  .......  25 

Rc-visits  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts.  ...  .......  328 


Other  Inspections 
Food  premises 
Slaughterhouses 
Dairies 
Bakehouses 
Moveable  Dwellings 


•  •  *  •  o 


c  o  •  o  o 


o  •  o  o  o 


91 

219 

18 

1l 
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Statutory  Notices 

It  was  found  necessary  in  only  two  cases  to  take  statutory 
action,  one  in  regard  to  rodent  infestation,  and  the  other 
with  regard  to  premises  being  injurious  to  health. 


Informal  Notices 

Number  of  notices  served  during  year 
Number  of  such  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  notices  outstanding  ... 


105 

85 

20 


General 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  . 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  ...  . . 

Number  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  . . 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  ...  . 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  effluent  taken 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  following  infectious  disease 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  insesct  pests  ...  ....... 


66 

36 

3 

26 

2 

17 

A 


Mosquitoes 

Various  ponds  and  ditches  were  treated  during  the  breeding  season 
to  offset  the  nuisance  caused  by  these  pests.  By  the  use  of  a 
concentrated  miscible  larvacide"  some  degree  of  success  was 

attained. 


Shops  Act 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 
Smoke  Abatement 

There  have  only  been  a  few  instances 
factory  chimneys,  and  chase  have  bom 

of  unsuitable  fuel. 


of  nuisance  from  smoke  from 

.  accountable  mainly  to  the  us 


Duplicated  by  Miss  D. Brown,  93  Thaxted  Rf^d,  Saffron  Walden, 

Essex. 


